A multidisciplinary approach to the care of the ventilator-dependent child at home: a case study.
An estimated 4,300 children in the United States are managed at home on mechanical ventilation. Despite frequent overwhelming challenges, most families are able to maintain a safe and enriching life for the child if they are supported in the home by a multidisciplinary professional team. The Pennsylvania Ventilator Assisted Children's Home Program (VACHP) is a statewide program that coordinates the care of children at home on mechanical ventilation and advocates for the support of families in the community. In this case study, VACHP illustrates the importance of a multidisciplinary approach to care in order to ensure a safe and successful home management of children on mechanical ventilation.